Illigera cava, endemic to Lower guinea, is described, illustrated, and mapped. the new taxon brings the number of African Illigera species to four. Maps, and a key to the four species of Africa are presented.
be restricted to the wetter forests: Sierra Leone to SW ghana, only reappearing again in southern Cameroon and gabon. Illigera pentaphylla occurs in a zone adjacent to that of I. vespertilio, but in drier forests, occurring up to the forest-savannah transition. it ranges from around the wet forests of Sierra Leone, guinea and Liberia, over ghana, thereby evading the wettest parts, is scarcely present in Nigeria and more or less continuously from Cameroon to eastern Kenya and eastern tanzania in the east and to northern Angola in the south, but again evading the wettest forests in coastal Cameroon and gabon. it is striking that I. pentaphylla does occur on the usually very wet mountain slopes of Mt Cameroon and Bioco, possibly it only occurs on slopes that lie in the rain shadow of these mountains. the Chaillu Massif in southern gabon is the only place where all three species have been encountered in a relatively small area, although I. vespertilio in a wetter part than the other two. Liana up to 15 m high, climbing by winding its petioles and petiolules. Branchlets becoming hollow, sparsely pubescent, glabrescent, hairs hooked. Leaves 3-foliolate; petiole 4-13 cm long, ± glabrous; petiolules semiterete to canaliculate above, (3-)8-15(-20) mm long, glabrous to pilose above, glabrous beneath, both petiolules and petioles winding; lamina ovate-elliptic, 1.5-2(-2.5) times as long as wide, (5-)8-10(-12) by (2.5-)4-6(-8) cm, glossy both sides, cordate to rounded at base, acuminate, acumen 0.5-1.5 cm long with rounded and often sparsely pubescent apex; lateral nerves 4-6 pairs, plane to slightly prominent both sides, sometimes reddish below, midrib ± plane and often pilose above, prominent and glabrous to sparsely puberulous in basal part beneath, lamina otherwise glabrous both sides to sparsely pilose beneath. Inflorescence up to c. 50-flowered, axillary and/or arranged in an up to c. 50 cm long terminal, compound inflorescence, sparsely puberulous, hairs ± hooked; bracts ± elliptic to narrowly oblong-linear, up to c. 3 mm long. Pedicel (including the inferior ovary) 1.5-2(-2.5) mm long, ± 4-angled, subappressed-pubescent, hairs partly hooked, partly glandular (Fig. 1g) ; sepals (see note) shortly united at base, ± spreading, ovate-elliptic, 5-7 by 3-4 mm, 5-nerved, outside very pale green, sparsely glandular-and hooked-hairy, inside white, glandular-hairy in upper part, long-hairy in basal part; petals narrowly elliptic, about as long as the sepals, c. 1.5 mm wide, 3-nerved, white, glabrous outside, inside with a similar indumentum as on the sepals inside; stamens 4-6 mm long, filaments glandular-hairy in upper part, long-pilose in lower part; anthers pale green, glandularhairy, opening by two valves, c. 2 mm long; basal appendages flask-shaped, 1-1.5 mm long, yellow, glabrous; inter-staminal glands ± 3-lobed, ± flat, c. 1 mm diam., glabrous; ovary inferior, 4-angled; style shorter than the stamens, white, glandular-hairy; stigma irregularly 3-5-lobed. Fruit unknown.
Distribution -gabon, Congo (Brazzaville) .
Habitat & Ecology -rain forest, 200-700 m altitude, flowering from late November to early January.
Etymology -the epithet 'cava' refers to the hollow branchlets. Note -The flower envelope can easily be separated into two alternate whorls of five elements each, the outer distinctly larger and 5-nerved, the inner smaller and 3-nerved. therefore the description indicates them as sepals and petals, not as tepals. Vercourt (1985) 
